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Abstract

There are two main concepts about the essential role of
church, The first main concept relates with the conservative
theology which focusing on the authority of the Bible,
salvation, and evengelization which are based on the Reformed
tradition. The second one is connected with modern theclogy
which stresses the role of church as social participation in the
community life of human beings and thus which focuses on ‘church
turning to the world, * While the latter is related with the
nature of church, the former deals with the function of church,
In fact, these two concepts are very important and thus cannot
be ignored. .

This thesis, firstly, compares Calvinistic doctrine of
church with that of Moltmann since the latter stresses the role
of church toward the world while ignoring the nature of the
church, and the former focuses on the nature of church while
keeping biblical principles. Bearing this in mind, we may
suggest to establishes the adequate doctrine of the church
today.

In the formulation of doctrine of church, Calvin had

developed the concepts of the church which were defined by the
early church Fathers, Augustine and Luther. The church Father,
Cyprin in his work stresses the inner unity of the visible
church, and Tertullian describes that church is the body which
is constructed on the same confession, holy training and the
‘same hope. Furthermore, the early church Fathers emphasize the
importance of inner, invisible unity. Calvin is also influenced“
by Augustine, who distinguished between the invisible church and
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the visible one, According to Augustine, the visible church
includes both the elected and the non-elected, and this idea

later influenced Calvin,

Calvin employs Luther’s idea about church, According to
Luther, church, by nature, is the gathering of the people who are
Jjustified by faith. Because of justification by faith through
the Word, preaching the Word is the most important
characteristic of church, In addition to this, both Eucharist
and Baptism are also important characteristics through which
faith is reconfirmed,

=

In the light of history, Calvin was a theologian who lived
in the period when church controlled the world, During that time
there was no clear distinction between church and nation, and
the authority of church was regarded as the superior one to that
of nation, Therefore, the corruption of church produced pains in
the society and thus church appeared as an institute to press -
the society. In this context in which the misconception about
church has influence on the society, Calvin reformulates the
theology about church, He emphasizes the true church which is
based on the Word and which refers to the invisible church
rather than to the visible one, and began to focus on
—spirituality and statistie-dimension rather than historical and
dynamic one, As a result, Calvinistic doctrine of church is
built on God-centered idea, and the proclamation of the Word is

regarded as the most important characteristic of church,

By contrast, Moltmanian theclogy is formulated in the
situation of the second World War and confessional church

movement during this time, Moltman, who experienced the second
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World War, raises a question about the doctrine of God by asking
‘Where is God?’ in the suffering-ridden society. He does not
show his concern to the world, but later Moltman is deeply
influenced by both confessional church movement and Barmen
declaration, This context leads him to thinking of human beings
as well as of the dynamics of church, Moltman argues that church
which does not respond to a situation is not church, The true

church is the one which responds to the situation.

Chapter three deals with the nature of church, Calvin
describes the function of church as ‘the mother of
believers ‘referring to building up and teaching of the-Word, His
focuses is on both the preaching and teaching of the Word,
Moreover, Calvin stresses the ‘fellowship of believers. '

Moltman maintains that the true church is the one liberated
and liberating from sin through Jesus Christ. According to him,
the divine law should be applied to the community life, and thus
segregation between races and social hierarchy cannot be
existed, Church must not accept the society and nation which

employ this idea in any situation,

In this regard, Moltman does not describe the church in
——terms-of -her —contextual situation. - In other words, because he
describes the church not from ‘above’but from ‘below’., Moltman

therefore cannot escape from criticism,

Chapter four deals with the proclamation of the Word,
Eucharist and Baptism which are regarded as the three ,
characteristics of church., According to Calvin, where the Word

is proclaimed and where both Eucharist and Baptism are
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performed, there is church.

Calvin frequently maintains that the proclamation, Eucharist
and baptism are the most important characteristics and therefore
that the three are the criteria to distinguish between the true
church and the false one.

Moltman struggles with the idea of the social participation
in defining the characteristics of church, According to him, if
church emphasizes the confession only, it refers to a fantastic
religion to the confessor, If church ignores her social and
political contexts, it means that church neglects the Cross of
Jesus Christ and becomes a fantastic religion which exerts on
the individuals. Therefore, the characteristics of church cannot
be the captivity of the preaching of the Word, Eucharist and
Baptism or cannot be manifested by only the inward activities of
church, Instead, while keeping the balance Eetween inward and
outward dimensions, church must take into aécount the concept of
‘turn to the world’., In so doing, the characteristics of church
are connected with the confessions responding to the social
situation which is characterized by separation, division and

tension between human beings. Moltman focuses on the

o
-

relationship between the characteristics of church and 1

Regarding the ecumenical movement, Moltman focuses on the
ecumenical movement on Jesus christ, According to him, the
ecumenical movement on Jesus christ refers not only to the
fellowship between disciples and believers but also to the
fellowship among the marginal such as the pressed, the
humiliated and the abandoned,
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Moltman understands the holiness of church in terms of the
poverty of church in society, Church can obtained her holiness
by participation in the humiliation of Christ, the powerless,
poverty and suffering, Moltman thus tries to combine the
characteristics of church with the world. His endeavor to
redefine the role of church as the light and salt of the world
is remarkable, however, Moltman fails to employ the essential
characteristics of church in his definition, Consequently, the
role of church is confined to ethics and morality both which are
not based on the Word,

Nonetheless, instead of criticism about Moltmanian-doctrine
the Reformed theologian should establish the adequate doctrine
about ‘church turning to the world,’

Chapter five deals with two theologians who examine the role
of church toward the world, Due to focusing on theoretical
dimension Calvin does not stress much the role of church to the
world, By contrast, focusing on the function of church Moltman
reveals the weakness in his theory, Thus we should establish the
adequate doctrine of church according to our situation, It
should be based on the biblical principle integrated with

politicals, social and environmental situations.

Today the situation can be expressed by the ecological
pollution, starvation, and the humiliated labours strike. To
deal with the various problems raised from politics, economics,
and social, cultural and environmental sides, we suggest to
formulate the adequate doctrine of church, integrating
Calvinistic concept with the function of church, In order to do

so, the preliminary boundaries are set out below:
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Firstly, just as the two theologians formulates, theology
responding to his own situation, so we should formulate the
doctrine of church which is adequate to our situation. This
should be biblical one. The Bible contains the role of church
towards the world., This concept differs from that of Moltman who.
formulates the doctrine from the situation while ignoring the
nature of church,

Secondly, the function of church should be strongly
emphasized. While describing church as the 'mother of the
believers’, ’focusing on and teaching in terms of the nature of
church, Calvin focuses on the preaching and the teaching of the
Word. Besides, he stresses the role of the Holy Spirit in
preaching,

The true servanthood does not depend on the social
institution., It refers to the service which is associated with
‘love’ toward human beings through the Holy Spirit. Therefore,
to serve the world, church should focus on the Word. So to
speak, through the preaching church focuses on making her people
trust the power of the Holy Spirit and change their attitude,
Consequently the members of church should be the disciples who
function as the light and salt of the world,

Finally, the role of church toward the world should be
established. Calvinistic doctrine lacks social participation and
cultural activity, while Moltman reduces the concept of church
to the political community by focusing much on social
participation, On this point we argues that the adequate
doctrine of church based on the Reformed tradition should be
established,
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